
Albubater, De nativitatibus 
 
Author: Abū Bakr al-�asan ibn al-Kha�īb, active in the first half of the ninth century.   
Original title: Kitāb al-Mawālīd (‘Book of Nativities’). 
Translation: the text was translated by Salio of Padua in or around 1218. 
Significance: the work is extant in a least seven manuscripts and four early printed editions 
from 1492 to 1540.   
Contents: a treatise in 206 chapters on nativities (birth horoscopes) providing answers to a 
wide number of questions pertaining to the twelve houses.   
 
Reproduction: Nürnberg, Iohannes Petreius, 1540 [Warburg, FAH 900].  
Title:Albubater magni Alchasili filius de nativitatibus. 
Inc.: ‘Quid scire oporteat eum, qui nativitatum iudicia constituere vult. Primum quod facere 
oportet in nativitate, est ut accipiamus gradum ascendentis…’.  
Expl.: ‘… et coram eo humiliabuntur, si Deus voluerit. Explicit liber Albubatris nativitatum 
magni Alchasili filii.’  
 
Bibliography: F.J. Carmody, Arabic Astronomical and Astrological Sciences in Latin Translation. A Critical 
Bibliography, Berkeley-Los Angeles, 1956, pp. 136-137 (nr. 1); F. Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen 
Schrifttums, VII, Leiden, 1979, p. 123 (nr. 1.3) (D.J.). 
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